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Statement of facts:

Describe in detail the alleged violation(s} and cite the statute or statutes you believe have been violated.
Please attach copies of documentary evidence to support the facts alleged in your statement,
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It is disappointing that Commissioner Mot] has addressed the actions
of only a few candidates who did business with General Consulting,
Assuming the Commissioner doesn’t have time to initiate complaints against
all candidates similarly situated (as outlined in the Bonogofsky complaimts),
I file this complaint in an effort to facilitate the Commissioner’s work.

The Senate District 13 race in 2010 was between candidates Francis
“Ed” Buttrey and Kathleen Halcro-Galvin. Buttrey was the successful
candidate in that election.

Buttrey reported $2,374.79 in payments to General Consulting of
Billings, Montana, for direct mail services related to his Senate District 13
campaign in 2010. Buttrey paid General Consulting $2,089.33 on October
18, 2010, for mailing and postage. However, his campaign report fails to
identify what was mailed, how many pieces, and at what price. Buttrey paid
General Consulting $285.46 on November 5, 2010, for a letter and postage.
Again, his report fails to identify the letter, how many were printed, at what
cost, how many were mailed and the cost of postage.

General Consulting provided a mailer, letter, and postage for the
payment(s). The Commissioner has established that the holding of public
office in Montana is a “public trust” (§ 2-2-103, MCA) and Montana’s
interest in preventing corruption of this public trust allows it to impose
campaign practice requirements on a candidate for public office. Buttrey
should be subjected to the same standards and campaign practice

requirements as any other candidate for public office.

Buttrey accepted in-kind contributions from third party entities
‘Western Tradition Partnership and Direct Mail & Communications. Those
third party entities were connected to Western Tradition Partnership (WTF)
in such a way they became agents of WTP. Please refer to the
Commissionet’s Sufficiency Decision in re the mater of Clark v. Bannan,
January 22, 2014, pp. 7 thru 10, for a description of the relationships
between WTP and third party entities.

Buttrey contracted for WTP/Direct Mail work through “General
Consulting.” General Consulting is an unorganized entity that was not and
is not registered with the Montana Secretary of State. General Consulting
has no current existence anywhere in business in Montana. The
Commissioner has already held that General Consulting is an artifice created
by WTP/Direct Mail and that General Consulting is the same as, or an agent
of, WTP/Direct Mail. Buttrey cooperated with, knew of, and approved the
services provided by General Consulting.

It is reasonable and likely that the General Consulting bill delivered to
Buttrey came from the same “drop box” address as General Consulting bills




to Candidate Bannan (see Clark v. Bannan). It is reasonable and likely that
the General Consulting campaign bill to Buttrey is comparable to the billing
record listed by WTP/Direct Mail in the WTP Bannan folder. The
Commissioner has already established that anyone who did business with
Direct Mail and Communications, and General Consulting, received
contributions from WTP and was directly involved with the illegal
contributions. Buttrey should be held to the same standard as all the other
candidates the Commissioner has determined coordinated with and received
contributions from, WTP and Direct Mail.

Francis “Ed” Buttrey coordinated with WTP/Direct Mail by using
General Consulting for his printing and mail services (44.10.323(4) ARM).
He also received in-kind and illegal contributions from WTP/Direct Mail by
paying printing costs to General Consulting at significantly less than the
Commissioner’s established fair market value for printing services as
charged by Allegra Printing (44.10.323(2) ARM). As a result, Buttrey did
not report the total value of his printing services from General Consulting as
required by section 13-37-225 MCA.

The Commissioner has access to the “Colorado” documents which
should hold evidence of coordinated slicks and letters from Buttrey. Those
materials should also hold evidence of any WTP orchestrated third-party
attack letters. _

As stated, Butirey won the 2010 election and has served as a state
senator since. Buttrey is running for re-election in 2014. He should be
removed from office and prohibited from being on the ballot in 2014.
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David Ponte
208 Comfort Lane
Bozeman, MT 39718
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